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The present thesis is a study of English vocabulary learning strategies employed by 
Chinese learners, conducted within the conceptual framework of Applied 
Linguistics.  
 
The theoretical support of the present paper comes from two major sources: 
theories of second language learning strategies and theories of vocabulary 
learning/ teaching. 
 
There have been diverse denominations and definitions in the research of second 
language learning strategies. There have also been a variety of inventories, 
categories and models proposed by different scholars in terms of the taxonomy of 
such strategies. After a brief comprehensive overview, the present paper has 
chosen to use the term Second Language Learning Strategies (SLLS) and Oxford’s 
taxonomy of SLLS (1990), which classifies the learning strategies into the 
cognitive, metacognitive, compensatory, and memory strategies in addition to the 
social and affective strategies. 
 
The study is based on a questionnaire, adapted after Norbert Schmitt’s model 
(1997) and conducted among 540 students at six institutes of learning, representing 
different levels. The purpose of the survey is to 1) obtain the overall usage pattern 
of vocabulary learning strategies employed by Chinese students; 2) to find out how 
Chinese learners perceive the various strategies; 3) to examine whether the usage 














find out the similarities and/or differences in terms of the usage pattern of 
vocabulary learning strategies employed by Chinese students and that of Japanese 
students.  
 
The thesis is composed of four chapters. Chapter 1 provides an overview of the 
theories of second language learning strategies, including the research history, 
diverse terminology and taxonomy. These help to clarify some problematic issues 
and provide the theoretical base for the elaboration of vocabulary learning 
strategies. Chapter 2 introduces and discusses the theories on vocabulary and word 
knowledge, which helps to understand the difficulties that will inevitably occur in 
English vocabulary teaching and learning. Chapter 3 is devoted to an elaboration 
of how second language learning strategies (SLLS) can be applied to vocabulary 
teaching and learning and how each specific strategy is related to the current 
research. Chapter 4 is the report of the survey conducted by the present writer with 
a purpose of obtaining an overall picture of usage pattern among Chinese learners 
of English and their perception of helpfulness in using vocabulary learning 
strategies. Details include the research issues, the methods and procedures adopted 
in the research, the information about the subjects, and the research findings and 
their implications. The ultimate aim is to provide some pedagogical implications 
for vocabulary teaching, learning and training. 
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本文是在应用语言学的理论框架下 研究中国学生学习英语词汇的策略  
本文的主要理论依据有 第二语言学习策略和词汇教学理论 在第二语言
学习策略的研究过程中出现了不同的术语和分类法 作者在全面回顾后确定在
本文中采用 第二语言学习策略 这一术语和 Oxford 的分类法  
本文参照 Norbert Schmitt 1997 的问卷模式 分别在三所中学和三所大
学对 540 学生进行了问卷调查 调查的目的是 1 获知中国学生词汇学习策
略的总体模式 2 获知中国学生对词汇学习策略的理解和评价 3 获知中国
学生运用词汇学习策略及其策略观念的变化模式 4 比较中国学生和日本学
生使用词汇学习策略的异同  
本文共由 6个部分组成 前言 结论和四个章节  
第一章综述了 第二语言学习策略 的主要理论和概念 并介绍了国内外
在这一领域的研究历史和现状 同时 介绍了在此研究领域中出现的不同术语
确定本文使用的术语 以避免混淆 在详细阐述 第二语言学习策略  的不
同分类后 重点介绍最有影响的以 O’Malley 和 Chamot, Cohen, Oxford 为代
表的三种分类法 界定本文的分类法  
第二章阐述了词汇教学的理论 重点从 二分法 观点 多层面  观点
及 从实际应用出发 的观点 分别阐述 词汇知识 的构成和掌握 以帮助
理解学习英语词汇过程中出现的疑难问题  
第三章综述了 词汇学习策略 的研究 包括 对个别词汇学习策略的研
究 和 对多个词汇学习策略的研究 两部分 至此 本文作者发现 中国不
乏对个别词汇学习策略的研究 但迄今为止 尚未出现对中国学生词汇学习策
略的总体模式及其变化模式的研究 也缺乏针对中国学生词汇学习策略的理解
及其变化的相关研究 因此 无法对学习者进行词汇学习策略的培训 所以作
者提出 在此领域展开研究有其实践意义  
第四章采用 Norbert Schmitt 的问卷模式 调查分析了中国学生词汇学习策
略的总体模式及其变化 以及他们对词汇学习策略的理解和评价  该章详细
论述了调查的目的 对象 方法 步骤和结果 并分析讨论了调查的启发意义  
全文以获知中国学生英语词汇学习策略现状为中心 在全面系统地阐述了























Overview of research in second language learning strategies 
1.1 Research history 
1.1.1 Aaron Carton’s pioneering research in inferencing as a learning strategy 
1.1.2 Research in strategies used by good language learners ( GLLs ) 
1.1.3 Research in comparing strategies used by GLLs and BLLs 
1.1.4 Research in strategies used by children 
1.1.5 Research in relationship between learning strategies and L2 proficiency 
1.1.6 Research in learning strategies in the late twentieth century 
1.1.7 Research in language learning strategies in China 
1.2 Diverse terminology used for second language learning strategies (SLLS) 
1.2.1.Learner strategies  
1.2.2 Learning strategies 
1.2.3 Language learning strategies 
1.2.4 Second language learners’ strategies 
1.2.5 “SLLS” adopted in this paper 
1.3 Taxonomy of SLLS  
  1.3.1 Earlier taxonomies 
  1.3.2 O’Malley and Chamot’s classification of SLLS   
1.3.3 Oxford’s classification of SLLS 
1.3.4 Cohen’s classification of SLLS  
   
Chapter 2: Survey of vocabulary teaching/learning theories 
2.1 “Word” defined and classified 
2.1.1. Definition of “Word” 
2.1.1.1 Defining “word” from the phonological point of view 
2.1.1.2 Defining “word” from the visual point of view 
2.1.1.3 Defining “word” according to the notion “lexeme” 
2.1.1.4 Other definitions 
2.1.2 Classification of words 














    2.1.2.2 Content and grammatical words 
  2.1.2.3 Open-class and closed -class words 
2.2 Word knowledge 
2.2.1 Binary view 
2.2.2 Multi-level view 
2.2.3 Practical level of word knowledge 
 
Chapter 3: Application of SLLS in vocabulary learning    
3.1Vocabulary learning strategies (VLS)  
3.1.1Studies in specific VLS  
3.1.1.1 List Strategy 
3.1.1.2 Keyword Strategy 
3.1.1.3 Semantic Maps Strategy 
3.1.1.4 Indirect Strategy through Reading 
3.1.1.5 Guessing Strategy 
3.1.1.6 Dictionary Strategy  
3.1.2 Studies in general VLS 
3.1.2.1 Sanaoui’s study 
3.1.2.2 Lessard-Clouton ’s study 
3.1.2.3 Kojic-Sabo and Lightbown ’s study 
3.1.2.4 Lawson and Hogben’s study 
3.1.2.5 Gu and Johnson ’s study 
3.1.2.6 Wu Xia and Wang Qiang’s study 
3.1.2.7 Norbert Schmitt’s study 
   
Chapter 4: Report of a survey  
4.1 Research issues 




4.3 Findings and analyses 
4.3.1Research findings 
4.3.2Analyses 
4.3.2.1 Overall pattern of Chinese learners’ VLS 
4.3.2.2 Chinese learners’ perception of helpfulness in using VLS 

















































导言   
第一章: 概述第二语言学习策略研究 
1.1  研究历史 
1.1.1 Aaron Carton 的 推理 学习策略研究 
1.1.2 好学生 学习策略研究 





1.2 第二语言学习策略 的不同术语 
1.2.1. 学习者策略   
1.2.2 学习策略  
1.2.3 语言学习者策略  
1.2.4 第二语言学习者学习策略  
1.2.5  本文采用的 第二语言学习策略  
1.3 第二语言学习策略 的分类  
  1.3.1 早期的分类 
  1.3.2 O’Malley and Chamot 的分类 
1.3.3 Oxford 的分类 
1.3.4 Cohen 的分类  
   
第二章: 综述词汇教学理论  
2.1 词汇 的定义和分类 
2.1.1. 词汇 的定义 
2.1.1.1 从语音的角度定义 词汇  
2.1.1.2 从视觉的角度定义 词汇  
2.1.1.3 从 词位 的概念定义 词汇  
2.1.1.4 其他定义 
2.1.2 词汇的分类. 
    2.1.2.1 可变词和不可变词 
    2.1.2.2 实义词和形式词 















2.2.1 二分法 观点 
2.2.2 多层面 观点 
2.2.3 从实际运用看词汇知识 
 
第三章 第二语言学习策略在词汇学习上的运用   
3.1 词汇学习策略 






3.1.1.6 词典策略  
3.1.2 对多个词汇学习策略进行的研究 
3.1.2.1 Sanaoui 的研究 
3.1.2.2 Lessard-Clouton 的研究 
3.1.2.3 Kojic-Sabo 和 Lightbown 的研究 
3.1.2.4 Lawson 和 Hogben 的研究 
3.1.2.5 Gu 和 Johnson 的研究 
3.1.2.6 Wu Xia 和 Wang Qiang 的研究 
3.1.2.7 Norbert Schmitt 的研究  
  


















































The importance of vocabulary learning and teaching in second language 
acquisition has long been recognized, and there have been considerable studies, 
both home and abroad, conducted in this area. Western researchers have made 
more extensive exploration than Chinese researchers, both theoretically and 
empirically. 
 
However, most of the researches have intended to deal with individual or small 
numbers of strategies, with very few studies looking at the strategies as a whole. It 
is not until the early 1990s that some western studies began to seek a general 
picture of vocabulary learning strategies employed by second or foreign language 
learners, as more and more scholars (e.g. Sanaoui, 1995; Lawson and Hogben, 
1993; Gu & Johnson, 1996; Norbert Schimitt, 1997) have realized that learners 
tend to use a variety of strategies in combination and therefore a more balanced 
and integrated approach is needed. They also believe that the better way of helping 
students to learn vocabulary is, first of all, to know the overall picture of students’ 
actual use of vocabulary learning strategies and then, with that knowledge, train 
the students step-by-step to use vocabulary learning strategies to the best effect. 
 
In China, although there has been some research in English vocabulary learning 
strategies, most has dealt with only one or some aspects of the strategies, failing to 














Chinese students. Owing to such lack of knowledge, it has not been possible to 
train students to systematically use vocabulary learning strategies. 
 
About the present thesis 
 
The objectives  
 
The present study intends to investigate in English vocabulary learning strategies 
employed among Chinese learners. The study is based on a survey which is 
conducted in order to 1) obtain the overall usage pattern of vocabulary learning 
strategies employed by Chinese students; 2) to find out how Chinese learners 
perceive the various strategies; 3) to examine whether the usage pattern and 
perception of helpfulness change or not as learners mature; 4) to find out the 
similarities and/or differences in terms of the usage pattern of vocabulary learning 
strategies employed by Chinese students and that of Japanese students. 
 
The theoretical framework 
 
The theoretical support of the present paper comes from two major sources: 
theories of second language learning strategies and theories of vocabulary 
learning/ teaching.  
 
In the area of second language learning strategies, recent research has been 
directed to provide a more systematic taxonomy. There are three influential models, 
















Each of the three models has some different conceptions of the components of the 
Second Language Learning Strategies (SLLS), which can be illustrated with the 
following diagrams: 
 

































Direct Strategies Indirect Strategies 



















The present study has mainly adopted Oxford’s taxonomy, regarding it as the most 
comprehensive. Based on earlier classifications, Oxford (1990) intends to subsume 
within her taxonomy virtually every strategy previously mentioned in the literature, 
thus offering a detailed inventory to meet the needs of the learner throughout the 
language learning process. Several social and affective strategies are included for 
consideration in addition to cognitive, metacognitive, compensatory, and memory 
strategies. Therefore, Oxford’s model is best able to capture and organize the wide 
variety of vocabulary learning strategies which have ever been identified. 
  
In the literature of vocabulary teaching and learning, there have been many articles 
discussing language learners’ word knowledge. However, there has not been any 
clear and unequivocal consensus among the vocabulary researchers yet. Word 
knowledge in the present paper is mainly discussed from the practical perspective, 
referring to knowledge of orthographical and phonological form, meanings, 
grammatical behaviour, associations, collocations, frequency and register. When 
considering such word knowledge in vocabulary learning and teaching, it is 
important to note that the categories of word knowledge are separated for the sake 
of convenience; It is an abstract and arbitrary classification. In reality, the different 
categories are interrelated and it is probably best to think of word knowledge as an 
integrated whole from which we can artificially separate various kinds of word 
knowledge for research or discussion. 
 
Research method and data collection  
 
A questionnaire was used to collect information about the overall pattern of 
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